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IEA R&D Wind
Task 28 Social Acceptance of Wind Energy Projects

Mobilising Social Acceptance:
Learning from 

trans-national experience

• IEA Wind Task 28
• The aspects of social acceptance
• Good examples
• Further material
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IEA Wind Task 28

• Work and results
– Establishment of an international forum with 

interdisciplinary background: from (social) scientists to 
engineers, practitioners and administration

– Regular exchange, connected to national expert 
meetings; Topical Expert Meeting 2007, 2012

– Translate research results of social scientists into 
language of planners and engineers
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Dimensions of social Acceptance

Community 
acceptance

Market 
acceptance

Socio-political 
acceptance
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Well-being
• Standard of living
• Quality of life
• Health, lights, noise & shadow flicker
• Valuation of ecosystems

03.04.2013

Issues of social acceptance

Policy & Strategies
• National framework 
• Incentive programs
• Spatial planning 

Distributional justice
• Ownership models
• Regional welfare
• Creation of win-win-situations

Procedural design
• Regulatory requirements
• Fair and transparent processes  
• The role of  public engagement
• Respect of cultural history / local context

Implementation strategies
• Visualization
• Social marketing / communication
• Checklists / guidelines
• Practical application of scientific results
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• Wind energy has new and different impacts on the 
landscape and people in the neighborhood

• People`s concerns have to be taken into account and their 
local knowledge should be used to improve the projects.

• There are successful strategies in many countries, in 
administration, communities, with project developers etc.

• Cross-country, interdisciplinary exchange is useful!
• Dissemination in the various regions is necessary!

Good Practice
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Ecosystems and landscape

Create “new landscapes” 
- wind energy as an 

opportunity

Enabling wind energy in 
forests – finding solutions for 

nature protection
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Distributional justice

Renewable Legislation Act 2008 to 
support local action and to address 

distributional questions

70% of the business tax 
to remain in the host 
communities of the wind 
farms
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Procedural questions

Educating influential citizens and giving them the spotlight 
to teach themselves: public forums inform about the various 
aspects of wind energy – information that people can 
spread in their communities

Wind Turbine Secretariat: 
support for municipalities



ENCO Energie-Consulting AG 903.04.2013

Development of local support, 
e.g. workshops

Implementation strategies

Generation of regional knowledge 
and experience exchange
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Further material

Recommended Practices for social 
acceptance of wind energy projects

www.ieawind.org / Task 28
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• The importance of social acceptance issues is 
increasingly recognised and implemented
• Look at the local context, look for win-win-situations
• Don`t forget acceptance of transmission / infrastructure

• A lot of research is done – to be translated into practice!
• Good examples, experience exchange
• Checklists & guidelines

• Open issues that have not been tackled yet in-depth:
• «Monitoring of social acceptance»
• Strategies to turn affected people into involved parties

• New issues come up regularly that have to be discussed 
(species being endangered by wind power, repowering)

Conclusions
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IEA Wind Task 28
Thank you for the attention!


